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Western Suffolk BOCES had consistently kept its  
combined administrative and capital charge per pupil below 
the average for BOCES in New York State, according to 
New York State Education Department summaries.

“At Western Suffolk BOCES, we strive to develop  
programs and services that are effective, innovative and 
responsive to district needs — all with a keen eye on the 
fiscal realities of our component school districts,” said Ilene 
Herz, Esq., President, Western Suffolk BOCES Board.

For copies of the 2023-24 Tentative Budget, call  
631-549-4900, ext. 224 or visit wsboces.org/budget for a 
downloadable copy.

Q. What has impacted the administrative 
budget?
A. The modest increase in the administra-
tive budget is primarily a result of increased 
health insurance premiums and modest 

contractual salary increases.

Q.  What happens if the BOCES administrative budget 
is defeated?

A. The Western Suffolk BOCES Board must adopt a con-
tingency administrative budget that may not exceed 
the amount in the previous year. Expenditures for 
health insurance benefits for retirees are exempt.

Q. How does a BOCES fund capital projects?
A. The BOCES Board must authorize the funds for each 

specific capital project which are accounted for in the 
Capital Projects Fund. Unlike local districts, BOCES 
does not have the authority to issue bonds or to cre-
ate capital reserve funds to finance unspecified future 
renovations or other capital projects. BOCES must pay 
for repairs through annual charges to school districts 
in the capital budget or through appropriations from 
program budgets. In general, BOCES capital projects 
are smaller than those in the local districts. 

Q. What capital projects are planned?
A. The 2023-24 proposed budget includes capital projects 

at the various Western Suffolk BOCES buildings and 
campuses that focus on safety, energy efficiency and 
code compliance. The majority of Western Suffolk 
BOCES facilities are owned and maintained by  
the agency.

Q. How are program budgets determined?
A. Program budgets change throughout the year to 

accommodate districts’ requests for services.  
Each district pays OLc0fgyYor setricsvices.  
technical education programs at Wilson T0fech and 
for special education programs will see an average 



*based on 3 year average of Resident 
Weighted Average Daily Attendance (RWADA)

The following answers are meant to clarify the most
frequently asked questions about the BOCES budget.
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